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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

A Statement to the Corporation from the^Trustees of the 
Marine Biological Laboratory. — The annual meetings of the 
corporation will hereafter be held at Woods Holl in August, instead of 
Boston in November, and absent members can now vote by proxy. 
The board of trustees has been enlarged to twenty-seven members, and 
the new board, it is believed, fairly represents nearly all sections of 
this country and Canada. The closer co-operation of all institutions 
of learning is now actively encouraged. 

These changes will make possible the attendance of a large number 
of members at annual and special meetings, who have been unable to 
reach Boston during the month of November, and there are already 
signs of increasing interest in the institution over a much wider area. 
The members will be glad to learn that, at the recent meeting of the 
British Association in Toronto, Dr. Dohrn, Director of the unrivalled 
station at Naples, took occasion to speak as from personal knowledge in 
terms of warm commendation of the work at Woods Holl. The past 
summer has been highly satisfactory ; but the trustees have been ham- 
pered by lack of funds for needed repairs and renewals, and, to some 
extent, for current expenses. At least $1,000 should be raised before 
resuming work next summer, and there remains a debt of about $4,700 
incurred for the erection of new buildings. This debt should be can- 
celled in order that a clear balance sheet may be shown before under- 
taking several most desirable extensions of the plant, some of which 
are urgently needed. Salaries should be increased and greater induce- 
ments offered to the strong corps of instructors and workers, whose 
collaboration has enabled the institution to attain its present position 
in the scientific world. Moreover, there is no assurance of permanence 
in an institution of this nature, until it shall have acquired a sufficient 
endowment or maintenance fund, independent of its land, buildings 
and equipments (which now represents an investment of over $33,000), 
to relieve it from danger of extinction by one or more seasons of small 
attendance. The endowment fund now amounts to over $3,500, and 
has been carefully husbanded ; but it should be increased to at least 
$50,000, and the special funds, the Lucretia Crocker Fund for scholar- 
ships and the library fund, may profitably be added to. 

One effect of the recent changes in the by-laws will be, or may be, 
to diminish the special interest in and sense of responsibility for the 
laboratory heretofore shown in the city of Boston and its immediate 
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vicinity, to which, as is well known, the institution owes its initial im- 
pulse and much continuous and generous support. In appealing, as 
they do now, to a wider constituency, the trustees are in nowise unmind- 
ful of the debt which the cause of science and of sound learning owes 
to this intelligent and kindly support in the past, some of which sup- 
port, as they are assured, will hereafter be extended, with unwearied 
generosity, from the same locality. The laboratory now looks to the 
country at large for its main source of income. Upon all the corporate 
members, in whose hands the recent changes have placed the entire 
control, now rests the correlative duty of supporting the work. With 
power comes responsibility. 

The trustees, therefore, have decided to raise the annual dues of 
members of the corporation to two dollars ($2). The fiscal year now 
begins in the second Tuesday in August, and this sum is now due for 
the year ending August 9, 1898. Members of the corporation will 
kindly forward it, together with all back dues, to the Treasurer, D. 
Blaheley Hoar, 220 Devonshire St., Boston, Mass. 

For the reasons above given, the trustees also appeal to the members 
of the corporation to send, with their annual dues, such further sums, 
however small, as the means and interest of each in the work may in- 
spire. All contributions will be duly noted in the annual report, 
which is in course of preparation, and will be issued early in the com- 
ing year. A contribution of not less than $100 entitles the donor to a 
life membership, exempt from annual dues, or at his option, to nomi- 
nate a person to occupy a private room in the Laboratory, free of 
charge, during one season. A contribution of $50 entitles the donor 
to a free scholarship, exempt from tuition fees, during one season. 
Contributions of smaller amounts will be gratefully received and duly 
acknowledged. 

The forth-coming report will show fully all the recent changes in 

the organic law of the Association, and will be sent to all members in 

good standing. 

By order of the Trustees, 

H. C. Bumpus, Secretary, 

Edward G. Gardiner, Chairman, 

D. Blakely Hoar, Treasurer, 

Camillus G. Kidder, 

Henry F. Osborn, President, 

James I. Peck, Asst. Director, 

C. O. Whitman Director, 

Executive Committee of Trustees. 
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All matters relating to the scientific administration of the Marine 
Biological Laboratory should be addressed to Prof. C. O. Whitman, 
University of Chicago, Chicago, 111. ; all applications for membership 
to the Secretary, Prof. H. C. Burnpus, Brown University, Providence, 
R. I. ; all dues and subscriptions to the Treasurer, D. Blakeley Hoar, 
220 Devonshire St., Boston, Mass. 

Recent Appointments: Dr. Freeh, professor of geology in the Uni- 
versity of Breslau ; Dr. Paul Samassa, professor extraordinary of 
zoology at Heidelberg ; Dr. E. B. Copeland, assistant professor of 
botany in the University of Indiana, Bloomington, Ind. ; Dr. G. Boc- 
cardi ; associate professor of histology at the University of Naples ; 
Ernest B. Forbes of the University of Illinois, assistant state entomo- 
logist of Minnesota ; Dr. James E. Humphrey, associate professor of 
botany in Johns Hopkins University; Dr. George B. Shattuck, assis- 
tant in geology in Johns Hopkins University ; Dr. Charles E. Beecher, 
advanced to University, professor of historical geology and Dr. L. V. 
Pirsson, professor of physical geology in Yale University ; Miss Bertha 
Stoneman, piofessor of botany in the Huguenot College for Women in 
Cape Colony ; J. L. Prevost, professor of physiology in the University 
of Geneva; Dr. J. J. Zumstein, professor of anatomy in the Uni- 
versity of Marburg ; Dr. H. Baum, professor of osteology in the 
Technical High School at Dresden ; Dr. W. Ule, professor of geogra- 
phy in the University of Halle ; Dr. A. O. Kihlmaun, assistant pro- 
fessor of botany at Helsingfors ; Dr. Alex. Bittner, chief geologist ; G. 
Geyer, geologist, G. von Bukowski and August Rosiwal, adjunct, Drs. 
J. Dreger, F. von Kerner, J. J. Jahn and F. Eichluter, assistants of 
the imperial Austrian Geological Anstalt at Vienna ; Dr. Karl Toldt, 
professor of anatomy, has been elected Rector of the University of 
Vienna for the coming year; W. Garstang, naturalist of the Plymouth 
(England) Laboratory; Dr. E. Kaufmann, professor of anatomy at 
Breslau ; Dr. Max Walters, professor of anatomy at Bonn ; W. H. 
Lang, lecturer in botany in Queen Margaret College, Glasgow ; Dr. 
Walter Kruse, professor of hygiene at Bonn ; Dr. Raphael Slidell, pro- 
fessor extraordinarius of zoology at Heidelberg ; Prof. Johannes Ruch- 
ert, professor of anatomy in the University of Munich ; Miss D. Clark, 
demonstrator in botany, Queen Margaret College, Glasgow ; Freiher 
von Erlanger, professor extraordinarius of zoology at the University of 
Heidelberg; Dr. George J. Pierce, professor of plant physiology in 
Leland Stanford University ; Miss M. Maclean, demonstrator in 
anatomy, Queen Margaret College, Glasgow ; Prof. C. L. Herrick, lately 
professor of biology in Denison University, has been elected President 
of the University of New Mexico at Albuquerque ; Miss Arma Anna 
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Smith, assistaot in botany in Mt. Holyoke College ; Prof. Ph. Stohr, 
of Zurich, professor of anatomy in the University of Wiirzburg, Prof, 
von Kolliker restricting himself to histology and embryology ; Prof. 
Hugo de Vries of Amsterdam, professor of botany in the University of 
Wiirzburg, as successor to the late Prof. Sachs ; Dr. H. Fling, profess- 
or of biology and chemistry in the Oskosh Normal School; Dr. Bruno 
Hofer, director of the institute for the study of diseases of fishes at 
Munich ; Henry Kraemer, professor of botany and microscopy in the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy; Dr. Albert Schneider, professor 
of botany in Northwestern University, Evanston, 111. ; Dr. Jumelle, 
assistant professor of botany in the faculty of sciences at Grenoble,. 
France ; Johannes Martin, Director of the Natural History Museum in 
Oldenburg; Dr. Philippi, assistant in the Museum of Natural History 
in Berlin; T. I. Pocock, assistant geologist on the British Geological 
Survey ; Dr. W. F. Hume and L. Gorringe, assistants on the geological 
Survey of Egypt ; Dr. H. V. Neal, professor of biology in Knox College,. 
Galesburg, 111. ; Prof. George Huge, to the chair of anatomy at Zurich, 
as successor to Prof. Stohr ; Dr. Ossau of Hiedelberg to the chair of 
mineralogy in Miilhausen ; Dr. J. Biittikofer of Leiden, director of the 
zoological gardens at Rotterdam ; Dr. Antoneo Crocicha, professor of 
biology in the Catholic University at Washington ; Adolf Beck, pro- 
fessor of physiology at Lemburg; Dr. Ludwig Heim, professor ext. of 
bacteriology at Erlangen ; Dr. H. Baum, professor of osteology at the 
Dresden Technical School ; Dr. George Voikens, assistant in the Botan- 
ical Museum at Berlin; Dr. A. O. Kihlman, professor extraordinary of 
botany at Helsingfors ; W. S. Boulton, of Mason College, lecturer in 
geology at University College, Cardiff, Wales. 

James Ellis Humphrey, the son of James and Susan (Cushing) 
Humphrey, was born in Weymouth, Mass., August 5, 1861. He re- 
ceived his early education in the Weymouth schools, and at the early 
age of sixteen was appointed master of one of the grammar schools in 
his native town. Then after a short experience in the Prang Educa- 
tional Company, he entered the Lawrence Scientific School of Har- 
vard University, from which he received the degree of S. B. in 1886. 
During his college studies he paid especial attention to botany, and 
immediately upon graduation he received an appointment as assistant 
in the botanical laboratories under Professor G. L. Goodale. In 1887 
he was appointed instructor in botany in the University of Indiana, 
and the next year he accepted the position of botanist in the State 
Agricultural Experiment Station at Amherst, Mass., where he re- 
mained until 1892. While at Amherst he continued his studies under 
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the direction of the Harvard Faculty, and in 1892 received the degree 
of Sc. D. from his alma mater. This same year he spent three months 
in Jamaica collecting botanical material. He then went to Germany 
where he studied until 1894 under Professor Edouard Strasburger at 
Bonn. Upon his return to America he was made a fellow in the 
Johns Hopkins University, and the next year received an appoint- 
ment as lecturer in botany in that institution. This present year he 
was advanced to the position of associate professor of botany. In early 
June, he sailed with a party of Johns Hopkins students to Jamaica, 
where the Johns Hopkins marine laboratory was established for the sum- 
mer. The work was most successful and Professor Humphrey obtained 
some most important material upon the embryology of the palms and of 
ginger. On August 12 he was taken sick, but his condition was not 
considered at all serious until the 17th, when he rapidly grew worse, 
dying the same day of pernicious malarial fever. 

Early in his botanical career, Dr. Humphrey became interested in 
the study of the Algae, and his first published paper (his thesis for the 
degree of S. B.) was on the development of the frond of Agarum tur- 
neri, in which he explained the method by which the peculiar perfora- 
tions found in that species are formed. 

Upon his removal to Indiana and later to Amherst, it became neces- 
sary to pay especial attention to the fungi, and more particularly to 
those which cause plant diseases. His reports as botanist to the Am- 
herst Experimental Station include valuable papers on the black-knot 
of the plum, on diseases of cucumbers and potatoes, and on other kin- 
dred diseases. More important and more elaborate than these was his 
dissertation for the doctor's degree, a monograph of the Saprolegniacese, 
which will long remain a classic upon this subject. 

Naturally, upon his introduction to Strasburger's laboratory, his 
studies took a cytological turn and his several papers upon the cell and 
cell-contents were published in the Berichte of the German Botanical 
Society and in the Annals of Botany. For many years he furnished 
abstracts of American botanical work for the BotaniscJie Centralblatt, 
and he also translated and edited Zimmermann's " Botanical Micro- 
technique." 

Personally, Dr. Humphrey was straightforward and outspoken, and 
little inclined to tolerate what seemed to him inferior work. The work 
he had already done showed what might have been expected of him in 
the future, connected with a university with whose scientific staff' he 
was in full sympathy, and upon whose students his enthusiasm and his 
sincerity were already producing happy results. He was very optimis- 
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tic and had the happy faculty of believing that the future would turn 
out well, whatever the discouragements of the moment. 

To his older botanical friends his sudden death at an age when so 
much was hoped from him for years to come, is a great shock, and they 
recall vividly his many sterling qualities as well as his capacity as a bot- 
anist. To us, connected editorially with the American Naturalist, 
his loss is a severe one, as he had made all arrangements to act as one 
of the editors of this magazine. 

Recent deaths : Dr. Alfred Stocquart, chief demonstrator of anatomy 
in the University of Brussels; Dr. Legros, professor of physiology in 
the same university ; H. V. Carter, professor of anatomy and physiology 
in Grant College, Bombay ; E. Russow ; former professor of botany at 
Jurjiew, April 23d, aged 56 ; Lucien Biart, naturalist and collector, in 
Mexico ; L. Jurani, professor of botany in the Royal University of 
Hungary, Feb. 27th, aged 59; C. J. M. Bugnion, entomologist, at 
Lausanne, Jan. 19th, aged 86 ; Mrs. Alice Bodington, a well-known 
contributor to the American Naturalist, at New Westminster, British 
Columbia; H. D. Achon, coleopterist, at Orleans; Leon du Pasquier, 
professor of geology and paleontology in the Neuchatel Academy, in 
April, aged 33 ; V. Maurice Teinturier, coleopterist, in Clayeures, 
France; Madame Jean Dollfus, editor of La Feuille des jeunes Na- 
turalistes ; Edmund Neminar, formerly professor of mineralogy and 
petrography in the University of Innsbruck ; Victor Lemoine of 
Rheims, paleontologist : Karl Kolbel of the Vienna Hofmuseum, 
student of Arthropods, at Ponape, Caroline Islands; Alexis Jordan, 
botanist, at Lyons, France, Feb. 7th, aged 83; J. B. Hodgkinson, 
entomologist, Ashton on Ribble, England, Feb. 17th, aged 73 ; Fr. 
Wilh. Klatt, botanist, at Hamberg, March 3rd ; Geo. W. Traill, marine 
algologist ; Alex. N. Kortschagin, curator of the zoological museum at 
Moscow, Feb. 7th ; Alfred Dewevre, botanist, Feb. 27th in Congo 
State; Friederick Seelig, ichthyologist, in Cassel, March 18th; Prof. 
Hermann Friederich Kessler, student of Aphides, in Cassel; Hugh 
Nevill, collector and naturalist, at Hyeres, France, April 10th; Hein- 
rich Waukel, Anthropologist, in Olmutz, aged 76; Emile Magitot, 
President of the Anthropological Society of Paris ; Joseph Ewing Mac- 
farland of the U. S. Geological Survey, in Baltimore ; Sir Augustus 
Wollaston Franks, a well-known archaeologist and trustee of the British 
Museum, May 21st, aged 71 ; W. Preyer, professor of physiology, at 
Wiesbaden, aged 56 ; Professor Chudzinski of the Paris School of An- 
thropology ; Frederick C. Straub, botanical collector in Liberia, Africa, 
March 21st, aged 26 ; Sir John Bucknell, neurologist, at Bournemouth, 
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England, July 20th, aged 79 ; Dr, J. Hammond Trumbull, student of 
American linguistics, at Hartford, Conn., Aug. 5th, aged 76 ; Capt. 
Bertram Lutley Sclater, African explorer, son of P. L. Sclater, at Zan- 
zibar, July 24 aged 31 ; Dr. Alfred Moquart, professor of anatomy at 
Brussels on June 5th ; Count Victor Trevisan, cryptogamist in Milan, 
April 8th. 

For many years we have heard tales from the southwest regarding 
the "Enchanted Mesa" which in brief were to the following effect. 
Many years ago this table-land was inhabited by a tribe of Pueblo 
Indians, but a sudden catastrophe rendered the top of the mesa no longer 
accessible. To investigate this legend was one of the objects of Pro- 
fessor Libbey in his recent trip to New Mexico and we summarize the 
results of his ascent of the Mesa Encantada from the dispatches in the 
daily papers. The ascent was made July 23, 1897 and was successful 
in every respect. Hopes were thrown over the mesa by means of a 
cannon borrowed from the Life-Saving Service of the U. S. Government 
and by means of a boatswains chair the party were hauled to the top, 
550 feet above the surrounding plain. The level top was about fifteen 
acres in extent, its sides being precipitous. No traces, whatever of 
former human habitation were found, the legend apparently being 
without any foundation. Here, however, there is room for a difference 
of opinion. In Science, for September 17," W. S. M.," whose initials 
will readily be recognized, states that on September 3, 1897, Mr. F. W. 
Hodge, of the Bereau of Ethnology, scaled the mesa and found frag- 
ments of pottery, two broken stone axes, a stone arrow point and some 
other evidences of former occupancy. 

Col. Theodore Lyman died at Nahant, Mass., Sept. 9, 1897. He 
was born at Waltham, Mass., Aug. 23, 1833, graduated at Harvard in 
1855, and then spent three years in study under the late Professor 
Louis Agassiz. He served in the Union Army from 1863 to the close 
of the war. In 1865 he was appointed Commissioner of Fisheries in 
Massachusetts, a position which he held for 17 years, and in 1882 he 
was elected a representative in Congress. He was connected with 
many educational and philanthropic interests. In zoology he was 
largely interested in Echinoderms, and published several important 
papers upon the Ophiuroids, his chief work in this line being the large 
monograph of 400 pages and 48 plates in the Results of the " Chal- 
lenger Expedition." For more than ten years he had been an invalid. 

From Science we learn that the Berlin Academy of Sciences has 
made the following subsidies for scientific work. Prof. F. E. Schulze, 
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to aid in the publication of Das Theirreich, Mk. 35,000; Prof. Engler, 
for publication of monographs on African botany, Mk. 2000 ; Dr. G. 
Lindau, for studies on lichens, Mk. 900 ; Prof. F. Freeh, for geological 
studies, Mk. 1500 ; Prof. H. Hiirthle, for studies on muscles, Mk. 850 ; 
Prof. E. Bonnet for work on blood vessels, Mk. 800 ; Dr. Luhe, study 
of the fauna of the salt lakes of Northern Africa, Mk. 2000 ; Dr. G. 
Brandes for studies on Nemertines, Mk. 300 ; Dr. K. Hesse for studies 
on eyes of lower invertebrates, Mk. 500 ; Prof. E. Cohen, study of 
meteorites, Mk. 1500; Dr. L. Wulff, for experiments on artificial 
crystals, Mk. 1500. 

The first number of the Zoological Bulletin, edited by Whitman and 
Wheeler has appeared from the press of Ginn & Co., Boston. It con- 
tains four articles : E. P. Allis on the petrosal and sphenoid regions of 
Amia; C. W. Hargitt, experiments on regeneration in Coelenterates ; 
C. L. Bristol, the metamerism in Nephelis, especially as shown by the 
nervous system ; G. Baur, a criticism and reply to the recent paper by 
Bumpus in so far as the latter denies the probability of the intercala- 
tion of vertebrae. The Bulletin is gotten up in the same shape as the 
Journal of Morphology. It is to be issued six times a year, each num- 
ber containing at least fifty pages. The subscription price is $3.00 per 
annum. The title page gives a list of 73 well-known names as colla- 
borators. 

The Academy of Sciences of Berlin, offers a prize of 2000 marks for 
the best memoir upon the origin and characteristics of the different 
cereals during the past twenty years. The memoirs which may be 
written in German, Latin, French, English or Italian, must be sub- 
mitted to the Academy on or before December 31, 1898. Another prize 
of 1000 marks, is offered by the Prince Jablonowski Society of Leipzig 
for the best memoir on the causes which produce and control the direc- 
tion of the lateral axes of shoot and root systems of plants. The com- 
peting memoirs are due on or before November 30, 1900. 

Dr. Franklin Story Conant died in Boston, Sept. 13, of pernicious 
malarial fever. He was a graduate of Williams College, and had just 
received the degree of Ph. D. from Johns Hopkins University, as well 
as the appointment to the Adam T. Bruce Fellowship in that institu- 
tion. He accompanied the Johns Hopkins party to Jamaica this sum- 
mer, and was taken sick on the return voyage. Dr. Conant's only 
published work was upon the Chsetognaths, but he had other and im- 
portant papers nearly ready for the press. 



1897.] Scientific News. 925 

An expedition started from Sydney, Australia on June 2d, to bore 
into the coral reef of Funafuti. The expedition is supported by the 
mining department of the New South Wales government and by 
private subscriptions. In the light of the recent similar expedition of 
the Royal Society we cannot but think that they would have done well 
to have put the practical work of boring in the hands of an American 
familiar with the boring of gas and oil wells. 

We would call the attention of those purists in terminology who 
would replace such names as Ellobius, Gymnura, Gyge, etc., because 
of similarity to Ellobium, Gymnurus, Gyges and the like to the advis- 
ability of changing Raja, Iza and similar names because of possible 
confusion with words like Ran a, Ixa, etc. This seems to have been 
neglected by them in their attempts to introduce confusion into nomen- 
clature. 

Plans have been drawn for two additions to the American Museum 
of Natural History in New York City. One addition is for a lecture 
hall at the north end of the present structure to cost $150,000; the 
other a six-story addition to the west wing at an estimated cost of 
$400,000. 

On July 6th Professor Albert von Kolliker celebrated his eightieth 
birthday and his fifty year jubilee as ordinary professor of anatomy. 
He was presented with an album with carved ivory and ebony covers 
containing the photographs of hundreds of scientific men. 

The tenth annual winter meeting of the Geological Society of 
America will be held at McGill University, in the city of Montreal, on 
December 29, 30 and 31, 1897. Details of the meeting will be announced 
in a circular to be issued about November 1. 

Dulau and Go. of London, have issued an album of half tone portraits 
of the Collaborators of the Scientific Reports of the Challenger Expedi- 
tion arranged on nineteen plates. The edition is limited to 200 copies 
and is sold at 12s. 6d. 

The Geological Survey of India, is engaged in investigating the 
recent earthquake near Calcutta in the most thorough manner, every 
available assistant being detailed to study some aspect or some locality. 

The Vienna Academy of Sciences recently celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of its foundation. The government grant to the Academy 
has been increased from $16,000 to $20,000 yearly. 

Mr. Alexander White has received the silver medal of the Zoological 
Society of London in recognition of his zeal in making large botanical 
and zoological collections in Nyassaland. 
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Professor A. P. Karpinski has resigned from the chair of geology in 
the Mining Institute at St. Petersburg and Dr. Ivan V. Muschketoff 
has been elected his successor. 

The Woodwardian Museum of Cambridge, England, has received the 
geological library of Prof. Thomas Wiltshire. It contains about 600 
volumes and 900 pamphlets. 

Prof. Raphael Blan chard, of Paris, will begin the publication of a 
new journal the Archives de Parasitologic, the first number of which 
will appear in January. 

The meeting of the German Zoological Society next spring will be 
held at Heidelberg. There was a total attendance of 50 at the meeting 
at Kiel this year. 

The Deutsche Botanische Gesellschaft met this year at Brunswick, 
September 21 as a aection of the Versammlung Deutscher Naturfors- 
cher und Arzte. 

The Hopkins Marine Biological Laboratory at Monterey, California, 
is the subject of an article by Dr. Bashford Dean in Natural Science 
for July. 

Dr. Zwaardemaker of Utrecht, has received the Tilanus gold medal 
from the University of Amsterdam for his work on the physiology of 
smell. 

In the Imperial College of Science at Tokyo, there are 89 students. 
Of these 12 are taking Botany and Zoology and 14 are taking Geology. 

Professor Virchow has been elected a foreign associate of the Paris 
Academy of Scienes in the place of the late Dr. Tchebitchef. 

The German Anatomical Society will meet next year in April at 
Kiel. At its meeting in Ghent this year fifty were present. 

Professor Wilhelm His has received the degree of Doctor of Philoso- 
phy, honorio causa, from the University of Leipzig. 

The Prussian government will assist the fresh-water biological station 
at Plon after October, 1898. 

The Zoological Gardens of Amsterdam, are described in Macmillan's 
Magazine for July. 

Prof. R. Leuckart has been made a knight of the Prussian Order of 
Merit. 



